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CONTACTS AND COMMITTEE 
  

 
President: Colin Gosney 
Tel: 01935 423162 
 
Chairman: Merv Dawe (Director)  
Tel: 01460 74738 
Mobile: 07860 262631  
Email: mldawe@btconnect.com  
  
Vice Chairman: Paul Vallis  
Tel: 07976 786307  
Email: paulvallis1@gmail.com  
  
Secretary: Ian Wernham 
Tel: 07931 773766 
Email: secretaryyeovilcc@gmail.com   
  
Treasurer: Jeremy Veale 
Tel: 01935 824767 
Email: reliefdriver@aol.com  
 
Membership: Carol Vallis  
Tel:07929 023905 
Email:carol.vallis@gmail.com  
 
Safeguarding Officer: Chris Jones 
Social Secretary: Joan Jones 
Tel: 01935 474212 
Mobile (Joan):07711479340 
Email:chris2joan3@gmail.com 
  
Technical Advice:Rod Coleman 
Safety Officer: Rod Coleman 
Mobile:(7.30pm-9.30pm)07968 206665 
Email:rod.coleman@totalise.co.uk 
Evelyn Coleman 
Tel: 01963 370663 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Radio Link Contact: Eric Stone  
Competition Secretary & Motor Sport  
Tel: 01460 61224 
Mobile: 07765 643922  
Email: enricostone8@gmail 
 
Website and Facebook: Jeremy Veale   
Email: reliefdriver@aol.com 
 
Magazine Editor: Roger Lucas 
Email: editorial.ycc@gmail.com 
 
Merchandise: Sharon Miller  
Tel: 07787 828989 
Email: a-j-miller@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Deputy Treasurer: Mike Tilley 
Tel: 07826 026549 
 
Additional Committee Members: 
Richard Board 07833 896970 
Heather Caplan 01300 320472 
Mike Caplan 01300 320472 
Graham White 01935 471814 
Graham Dewar 07768 528962 
Ian Conway 07815 088885 
 
Directors:  
Alan Miller 
Stan Morris 
 
Vice Presidents:  
Bob Owen 
Richard Singleton 
 
 

mailto:paulvallis1@gmail.com
mailto:chris2joan3@gmail.com
mailto:rod.coleman@totalise.co.uk
mailto:reliefdriver@aol.com
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
 
Hello and welcome to the April magazine. 
 
On the 7th March we were at Vantage Park, Sparkford, our new Headquarters, with 
many thanks to the Piper family for the excellent facilities they provide for us. Not such 
a good turnout, probably in part due to the weather, hopefully going forward the 
numbers will increase, but the Vantage Cafe offers us a really cosy and friendly 
atmosphere to have a bite to eat, a cup of tea and chat to like-minded friends. 
 
On the 8th March Joan and Chris Jones organised a Sunday Lunch at the Lamb and Lark 
at Limington. Liz and myself weren't able to attend, but I'm told by Chris that 
everything went off well and everyone enjoyed their meal. Many thanks to Chris and 
Joan for organising the event. 
 
The Tyre Squeals Magazine online. 
 
I have heard through various sources that some members are getting increasingly 
unhappy that they are not getting a hard copy of the magazine. We send out 9 copies 
per month as hard copies, these are to some of our senior members who do not have 
an internet connection.  The reason behind this is that we don't want them to feel left 
out with what is going on within the club, so the majority of our members that do have 
an internet connection get it via an email and they tell me they are happy with this 
arrangement, but as I say, there seems to be one or two that aren't.  
 
With the rising costs of printing, postage etc. it is not possible that we can send out 
hard copies of the magazine to all our members and if we did attempt to do this, the 
membership cost would have to more than double to cover it.  Also, the state of the 
postal service, which I think we can all relate to, is not really fit for purpose, so I cannot 
see any alternative to what we are already doing.  I sometimes print mine at home via 
my printer in A4 format which costs me around £1.80p per month. 
 
I've also heard, yet again, that we have a substantial amount of money on deposit. This 
of course is true, but Yeovil Car Club is a limited company and therefore it has to be 
run as a business. I appreciate we do not try and make a profit, but in the same token 
we do not want to make a loss. We did make a small loss in 2025 which you will see 
when you come to the AGM, but this is something that we don't want to repeat year 
on year. The money held on deposit, like all good businesses, is there for shall we say a 
rainy day, like 2020 when Covid 19 struck and it cost the club almost £8,000 in free 
membership and lost revenue.  Some members at that time wanted to mothball the 
club for 12 to 18 months, had your committee agreed to it, Yeovil Car Club wouldn't 
exist today. 
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When I took over as Chairman and Paul Vallis as Vice Chairman, the club had £50000 
on deposit. As well as the cost of Covid 19, in 2024 we purchased a new Storage 
Container, which is now an excellent asset for the club and of course the club has 
updated some of its equipment to keep the club looking fresh, so at this moment in 
time we have £41,000 in deposit, but I can see no planned expenditure for the near 
future, apart from where we have to pay in advance to attend different shows.  We 
constantly hear from different members about how we originally received our money 
on deposit, it wasn't ever put there by one individual, it would always have been a 
team effort - there is no 'I' in the word Team. 
 
Shortly I am told you will be able to read the Tyre Squeals via our website, again I have 
heard complaints from one or two that they can't find this or that on our website. I 
think all our members know we have commissioned a professional Web Designer to 
build our new website, this is up and running and there will be additions to that site 
going forward, you can already fill in a Membership Form and  send it to the 
Membership Secretary, Members Cars will also be added along with a host of other 
things, which seems to be quite exciting. 
I've also heard that our membership is going down. Unfortunately, last year we were 
under the impression that our membership was at a certain level, but on checking our 
subscription's total for the year and dividing that by the subscription amount we found 
that our numbers were not as first thought. 
I want to assure you the members that I consider we have some fine Officers on the 
committee and some very fine committee members who all give up their time for free 
and don't take any money from the club. Therefore, what they do for the club, (i.e. 
organised runs etc) is done out of their own pocket apart from printing expenses. I 
hope this explains some of the thoughts of the committee, if anyone would wish to 
know more about the running of the club, then please either ring me or come to our 
AGM at Westlands on April 15th.  
I'm pleased to say that we are recruiting new members and some of them are under 
40, which in many people’s eyes are young members,  Over the last 10 years YCC has 
become in my eyes and others, a very friendly and sociable club, yes we have had one 
or two problems, every club does, our membership now is hopefully on the up and 
because we emphasise it a club for any car of any age, if members want to take part in 
anything the club does, if their weekend car is a little under the weather, then as you 
know we encourage members and non-members to bring their everyday car, you don't 
have to have a 50, 60 or 70 year old car to be a member of this club.  We are what it 
says on our badge, The Yeovil Car Club. 
 
I apologise for the rant but some things needed to be said. 
See you all soon 
 
Merv Dawe 
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VICE CHAIRMAN’S NEWS 
 
Hi All, 
 
Our second monthly car meet of the year was held on the 7th March at Larry Pipers 
Trimmers, Sparkford. Not a bad turn out, but could be better, so please spread the 
word as all are welcome. 
 
On the 8th March there was a good car club turnout for a Sunday Lunch at the Lamb 
and Lark, Limington organised by Chris and Joan Jones. The food was good and it was a 
chance to meet other members for a chat. 
 
I hope you have all read the Chairman’s Chat which I support. If members have any 
questions, please register them with the club secretary before the AGM and we will 
discuss them. 
 
It has come to my attention that a new website has been launched called List My 
Classic (listmyclassic.co.uk). It is powered by Classic Car Weekly, so listings for cars or 
bikes will not only appears for FREE in Classic Car Weekly, but also in their sister 
magazines, Classic Cars and Practical Classics. 
 
You may like to know that Autoglym has come out with some new products like 
Autoglym Paint Reviver and Exterior Trim Restorer, so check them out 
at autoglym.com. 
 
I recently read this and was shocked. A 1975 Marina 10cwt pickup estimate at auction 
to be £5-6k changed hands for a premium-inclusive £23,750. It is believed to be one of 
only 25 UK survivors.  It just goes to show that you can never tell what will happen at 
auction until the hammer drops. 
 
Finally, the Hardington Mandeville Street Fayre is taking place on the 4th July.  For a 
number of years YCC has put on a display of classic cars in the High Street.  If you would 
like to be part of the display, please contact me via email or text. 
 
Until the next time, stay safe. 
 
Paul Vallis 
 
 

http://listmyclassic.co.uk/
http://autoglym.com/
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YCC EVENTS 2026 (Note! The green shaded lines show the ones planned for this month). 

 

Date  Event Contact 

January 1 New Year Meet at Pipers, 10am-2pm Jeremy Veale 

February 7 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 14 Valentine’s Breakfast Meet Merv & Liz Dawe 

 18 Evening talk at P&R Hurt Chris & Joan Jones 

March 7  Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 8 Club Lunch Chris & Joan Jones 

 18 Film Night at P&R Hurt Chris & Joan Jones 

April 4 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 15 AGM at Westlands Centre, 7.30pm Merv Dawe, Ian Wernham 

 26 Drive It Day Merv Dawe 

May 2-3 Abbey Hill Steam Rally Alan & Sharon Miller 

 2 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 16 Breakfast Meet Jeremy Veale 

 25 Sherborne Country Fayre Graham Dewar 

 30-31 Andersea Classic & Vintage Show Merv & Liz Dawe 

June 6 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 21 Salisbury Motor Show Jeremy Veale 

July 4  Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 11-12 Powderham Castle Crash Box Classic Chris & Joan Jones 

August 1 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 9 Picnic at Gary Wragg’s Merv Dawe 

 16 Summer Run Nigel Edwards, Liz Dawe 

 30-31 Honiton Hill Rally Merv & Liz Dawe 

 31 West Coker Fete Diane Howes 

September 5 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 6 Haynes Car Show Merv & Liz Dawe 

 12 Breakfast Meet Merv Dawe 

 18 Fish & Chip or Pie Night Paul & Carol Vallis 

October 3 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 18 or 25 Autumn Colours Run Rod & Evelyn Coleman 

November 5 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 TBC Mid-Week Lunch Chris & Joan Jones 

December 5 Car Meet at Pipers, 9am-12pm Merv Dawe 

 TBC Christmas Meal Chris & Joan Jones 

 
You will notice there is no West Somerset Steam Rally this year, we have been toldthey are having a 
fallow year for 2026. Contact numbers for the abovecan be found in the front of the magazine. 
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EDITORS NOTES 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
I’d like to start by thanking the members who answered my call last month for cover 

picture photos and accompanying notes describing their pride & joy. I have a few months 

supply now which is great news, but as we get into the event season & (hopefully) enjoy 

some improved weather, please remember to capture any photo shooting opportunity 

& send it in. 

When I took on the editors role at the beginning of the year, it was a step into the 

unknown for me as I have no previous experience in doing this sort of thing, but I thought 

it may be a way of finding & trying out new skills. Surprisingly it didn’t take too long!            

In todays world, whether we like it or not, we are increasingly hearing about or seeing 

the use of artificial intelligence or ‘AI’. I’m not particularly technology or computer 

minded, but wherever possible, I like at least to try & keep up with or understand things 

which no doubt will become second nature to our grand children & great-grand children.  

If you’ve read this far, you’re probably wondering where this is leading? Well, a couple 

of photos that were sent to me this month really captured a moment, but there were 

some very minor things about them that I wanted to try & improve before including 

them into the magazine. So, after a few attempts of editting them on Co-Pilot, I was able 

to modify them to create the images I wanted. I’m not going to say which ones they are, 

I’ll leave it to you to see if you can spot them, but Co-Pilot was some AI software that 

was already installed on my laptop, I just hadn’t bothered to open & ‘play’ with it.  

The point of this is that if like me you are a bit cautious when you hear new terminology 

like AI, don’t let it stop you from investigating - the power of it is immense and my photo 

editting only scratched the surface. So without giving anything away, if you have some 

family photos or pictures of your car which somehow have included unwanted strangers, 

it really is quite easy & fun to remove them! 

That’s if for this month, as always thanks to all contributors & advertisers for their 

support, hope to see you soon. 

 

Take care 

 

Rog             
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NOTES ON UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Yeovil Car Club – Annual General Meeting  

An important date for your diary and all members are invited to attend.                      

The AGM will be held at the Westland Entertainment Centre on 15th April at 7.30pm.   

A copy of the agenda and committee nomination form are shown on pages 17 & 18 of 

this magazine.                                                                                                                               

Any member may stand for election to the committee, which meets monthly (normally 

the first Monday evening) at Vantage Park, Sparkford and it would be nice if a few 

more members were willing to come forward and help run the club.                                                              

If you wish to stand for the committee, please return a completed copy of the 

nomination form to Ian Wernham (Club Secretary) by no later than 2nd April.   

Likewise, if you wish to raise an issue under AOB, please let Ian know by the 2nd April. 

Drive-it Day April 26th 
 
This year we thought it would be a good idea to have our Drive-it Day at our new 

Headquarters, Vantage Park, Sparkford, between the hours of 10am and 2.00pm.  

There will be tea/coffee, bacon and sausage baps on sale plus other beverages.  It will 

be nice to see a good turnout of members so that everyone can see what is on offer at 

Vantage Park, then after 2.00 pm you will be flagged off to go off on a drive of your 

choice. 

Please contact Liz or Merv if you are going to attend so that the Piper family will have 

some idea for catering. 

 
Breakfast Meet  

 

Date:         Saturday May 16th 

Time:        9.00am until 11.00am.  

Location: Hamish's Farm Shop,  

                  637 Prowles Cross, 

                  Yeovil,  

                  BA22 9RF. 

Please note - Numbers are limited to 40. 

Please contact Jeremy Veale to book your space. 

Email reliefdriver@aol.com  

Home 01935 824767 or Mobile 07881 808913  

mailto:reliefdriver@aol.com
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Andersea Vintage and Classic Show 
 
The above show is on May 30th & 31st 2026. This is a free show to attend and as last 

year, we are going to attend as a club. Last year was the second year they did the show 

& this year I have been told will be bigger. This is a relatively new organisation so 

wouldn't it be nice to support them. 

The exhibits they are attracting are, Classic Car, Tractor, Commercials, Motorbike, 

Military, Classic Caravan, Steam and Stationary Engines.   

The show runs from 10.00am to 5.00pm each day and as mentioned before, it’s over 

two days AND FREE ENTRY.  

The address for the show is; The Carnival Barn, Andersea, Westonzoyland, TA7 0LU. 

For those of you who may be interested in going, please ring me. I will get an 

application form to you and in order to save postage, I will hand the form back to one 

of the organisers I know. Those who attended last year as far as I'm aware thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves. Thanks, Merv Dawe. 

 
June 7th 2026 Bennetts Water Gardens 
 

Back by popular demand. So many people said they enjoyed their visit last year to 

Bennetts Water gardens, but also said that it was a shame that the lily's weren't fully 

out.   

I have been assured by the owners that the gardens will be in full bloom in June and 

that the sun should be shinning.  The cost of admission to the Water Gardens is via the 

club as we have had a discounted price plus a small admin cost for the club.  The cost 

will be £13.50p per person, arriving at 10.00am and staying as long as you like.  

If interested please ring Merv or Liz Dawe as we need to know numbers. 

 
Salisbury Motor Show 
 
This event is being held on 21st June & the club contact for this is Jeremy Veale. 

It looks to be a great day, but the number of entries is limited, so if you would like any 

further details please contact Jeremy as soon as you can. The entry form is shown on 

page 19.  
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West Coker Village Fete, Monday 31st August 2026 11am - 4pm 
 

Once again I have been asked to organise a display of classic and vintage cars at the 

above. 

This is always a good day with the usual burgers, cream teas and bar, together with stalls 

and entertainment. 

If you would like to join Yeovil Car Club stand, please let me know. 

 

Diane Howes 

howesdiane@yahoo.co.uk 

07811820524 

 
Haynes Classic Car Show, September 6th 
 
You will have course seen the email regarding this show, we have now got the 20 car 

spaces we booked full, but, if you haven't booked with us to put your car on our pitch, 

please contact Merv Dawe and we will endeavour to book additional space.  

 

Llanerchindda Farm 

We are visiting Wales in September for a four day trip, arriving on Monday 21st and 

departing on Thursday 24th.  On the Tuesday and Wednesday they are organising 

scenic tours of the area.  We have 11 rooms booked, 22 people and we have been 

advised that they have one double room and one single available if anyone is 

interested. 

The cost is £375 per person, which includes  bed, breakfast, 3 course evening meal, 

route maps and rally plate. 

I have been reliably informed that this is a well planned and enjoyable event from 

others who have gone in the past, in fact they are mentioned in a lot of well known 

motoring press. 

You do not need to take a classic vehicle or a car you are not to sure of, your every day 

car is perfectly acceptable. 

For further details, please do not hesitate to contact me - Merv Dawe  07860 262631. 

 

mailto:howesdiane@yahoo.co.uk
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SHERBORNE CASTLE CLASSIC & SUPERCAR SHOW 
An extraordinary full committee meeting was held on 16th March 2026, to discuss this 

years event.  

There is no doubt that this is a high profile local show that raises large sums of money 

for charity and over the years, the club and its members have supported and enjoyed 

putting their cars on the club stand. However, in recent years, the cost of the stand has 

increased which has resulted in higher entry fees for members and the club making a 

financial loss.  

The shows organisers have increased the cost of a stand again this year which would 

likely mean a further loss for the club should it attend & higher entry fees would make it 

difficult to attract members to fill the stand.  

After some considered  & detailed discussion, the committee voted by majority that the 

club would not be putting a stand at this years event.    

It should be noted that this decision does not prevent members from entering the 

show themselves. Should they wish to, tickets can be obtained via 

http://www.sherbornecastle.com/sherborne-castle-classic-and-supercars/      

 
 

 

http://www.sherbornecastle.com/sherborne-castle-classic-and-supercars/
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COVER PICTURE CAR - 1999 TVR CHIMERA 400 

This months cover picture car belongs to club members Peter & Valerie Young who 

share some history & interesting information about it in the following paragraphs; 

We purchased this Chimaera in 2012 as Peter’s retirement present, replacing an MG 

Midget 1500 which was owned for 17 years. We had looked at a number of examples 

and, through friends, acquired some basic knowledge of the TVR mark, and more 

importantly some of the potential problems and idiosyncrasies of owning a hand built, 

low volume British car. This one was tracked down to a previously TVR franchised 

dealer in Poole and following a cautious test drive, the deal was done. 

The thrill of driving this powerful sports car was, and still is, an awesome experience. 

We use it all year round and for most holidays including ventures to the IOW, Isle of 

Man and the Channel Islands. We did take a trip to Blackpool (the home of TVR) in 

2017 for the 70th anniversary of the first TVR built by Trevor Wilkinson, followed by a 

drive to the RAF Museum, Cosford for a gathering of around 200+ of some early cars to 

the last ones built at Blackpool. 

Although the sheer performance cannot fully be utilised on the road, we have been 

able to experience its’ true potential with excursions to Henstridge Airfield and the 

Castle Coombe race circuit. 

This car is definitely a keeper. 

Peter & Valerie Young 

CLUB INFORMATION  
 
WEBSITE: www.yeovilcarclub.com 
 
FACEBOOK: Yeovil Car Club 
 
Committee Meetings are held every month at our Vantage Park Headquarters. 
 
The deadline for items in Tyre Squeals is the 15th of the month. The views and opinions 
expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of Yeovil Car Club Ltd. 
 
Details for BACS payments: 
 
Account: Yeovil Car Club Limited 
Sort Code: 60 24 37 
Account number: 70118809 

http://www.yeovilcarclub.com/
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At the March club meet at Vantage Park, Club Treasurer Jeremy Veale presented a 

cheque for £200 to the Chairman of the Yeovil Freewheelers, Andrew Wiley. This was 

the other half of the £400 collected on New Years Day which has now been equally 

shared between the Air Ambulance & Freewheelers. 

MOTORSPORT RADIO LINK NEWS 

Anyone wishing to go out on the following events, contact me ASAP on 01460 61224 or 

at e-mail enricostone8@gmail.com I will do my best to contact the organisers and get 

you a place for the event. 

If you would like to join us at a rally to see how it works of if you would like to learn the 

ropes, feel free to contact us. 

Please make sure that all membership subs are paid on time or we will ask you to 

return the radio’s. 

2026 Rally Dates     

11th April  Severn Valley Stages  Llandrindod Wells 

11th  April  Hero Hisatoric Rally  Smeatharpe  

12th  April  SMC Stages              Anglesey Circuit North Wales 

3rd    May  Dixies Historic Challenge            Eypny Ranges South Wales 

PLEASE STAY SAFE AND WELL 

Eric & Maggie Stone, Yeovil 7 Safety Radio Car 

mailto:enricostone8@gmail.com


15                                      

 

 

 



16                                      

BREAKFAST MEET AT VANTAGE PARK 

 
Below are a couple of photos of members vehicles taken at the March Breakfast meet.  

           

 
 

 
 
CLUB MERCHANDISE 
Don't forget the club has a good range of shirts, polo shirts, fleeces, sweatshirts and hats 
plus many other items in club colours & with the club logo, all at reasonable prices.  
Please contact Sharon & Alan Miller for further information & to place an order. Their 
contact details are shown inside the front cover of this issue.   
 

  

1972 Lancia Fulvia Berlina owned by 

Ian Conway. 

SAAB 96 Owned by Arthur Civill 
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